


                                    My grandmother  
                                   lived to be 100 
                                  before passing 
                                 a few years back. 
                               She was fiercely             
                         independent. I remember 
my mom calling to let Gram know she’d 
be over later to mow the yard (with a 
push mower, mind you). More often than 
not, by the time she arrived, Gram had 
already finished. We’d say, “Gram, let us 
do that for you.” She’d lift her chin and 
say, “I can do it.”

That memory shaped my belief in the 
importance of independence because 
I could see what it meant to her. That 
“doing for” someone, while it may be well 
intentioned and comes from a loving place, 
shifted something in her eyes. 

Doing for oneself often brings a sense 
of pride, of self-confidence, and of self-
fulfillment. It boosts emotional well-
being, supports cognitive health, and 
fosters social connection. 

It’s something I’m so proud to see daily 
in the work of our EPI team. There are 
times when support means stepping in. 
Just as often, support means stepping 
back, encouraging, teaching, and allowing 
someone the opportunity to do things for 
themselves.

Our children and family services team is 
working with little ones (and the parents 
and teachers of little ones) to foster 
their early childhood development. They 
pour their hearts into the research and best 
teaching techniques as our environments 
evolve around us and nurture the growth of

the youngest among us. We celebrate and 
support each step they take (quite literally) 
as they find their way to do for themselves.

Our community services team is 
working with adults with disabilities. 
When others underestimate a person’s 
ability to work, we see potential and help 
create pathways to employment. When 
others assume independent living isn’t 
possible, we presume competence and 
focus on identifying skills and supports that 
make it achievable and we think outside 
of the box considering technology in new 
and innovative ways. In other words, we 
meet people where they are, find out 
what’s important to them, work together 
towards those goals, celebrate personal 
achievements, and challenge the status 
quo. 

That’s what our team does here. The 
pride we see in these achievements fuels 
us forward. Every day, I’m reminded how 
fortunate we are to work alongside people 
who are deeply committed to our mission.

As we near heading into our 70th year, we 
invite you to join our movement to create 
something special. When this world can feel 
hard and heavy, reach out to us to find ways 
to engage and be a part of this movement. 
It’s something to be proud of. 

Whether you volunteer, advocate, donate, 
partner with us, or simply learn more about 
the people we support, you’ll quickly see the 
impact one person can make. Together, we 
can make our community a little better 
and a little brighter.

BUILDING COMMUNITY THROUGH CHANGE
  By Katie Slade, Executive Director
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MAGHAN BOWMAN
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Director

BONNIE KIPPER
Community Services Director

KATIE SLADE
Executive Director
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BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

EPI is guided by a 
dedicated Board of 
Directors who bring 

diverse expertise 
and a shared  

commitment to  
our mission. 

Scan below to view the 
full listing online at  

www.episervice.org.
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BENEFACTOR - ($10,000.00 + )
•	 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bertch 
•	 Black Hawk County Gaming Association
•	 Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa
•	 Cheryl & Dick Jensen 

In Memory of Neil McCaffery
•	 Ms. Heidi Kruger
•	 Otto Schoitz Foundation
•	 Mr. &  Mrs. Larry K. Fox
•	 Marvin & Helen Schumacher 

In memory of Earl Dean O'Connell
•	 Waterloo Housing Trust Fund

INVESTOR - ($5,000.00 + )
•	 Cedar Falls Housing Trust
•	 Dan Deery Toyota 
•	 Jeff & Pam Miller 

In memory of James P. Miller
•	 Mr. Rylar Oetken

ADVANCEMENT - ($2,500.00 + )
•	 Cedar Falls Community Development  

Block Grant
•	 Community Bank & Trust
•	 PDCM Insurance & Group Benefits Design
•	 Scheels

ALLY - ($1,500.00 + )
•	 Judith R. Benson 

In memory of Norm Lemmon

•	 Maria Fredricksen
•	 Heather & Eric Gunderson
•	 Fredrick W. Marold Fund
•	 Mr. Victor K. Seidel II 

In memory of Victor, Arlene, Julie, Victor 
Seidel III, & Clarice Kendall 

•	 Mr. Jeff Wagner
•	 Rick & Cathy Young 

ACHIEVEMENT - ($1,000.00 + )
•	 Bob & Annette Andres
•	 Jared & Marilyn Bauch 

In memory of Julia "Jill" Bauch
•	 BCI - Buckeye Corrugated
•	 Mr. Frank D. Dowie III
•	 Kaye & John Englin
•	 Susan & Darryl Fangman
•	 Farmers State Bank
•	 Chris & Megan Fereday
•	 Matthew Gary
•	 GreenState Credit Union
•	 Jeff & Mary Margaret Halverson
•	 Dale Jansen
•	 Lu & Jane Jansen 

In honor of Twila Jansen
•	 Hogan & Hansen
•	 Mary Jardine
•	 Knights of Columbus (11192 Evansdale) 
•	 Knights of Columbus (Council 16904) 
•	 Kwik Trip, Inc.

RECOGNIZING OUR DONORS

GIFTS SUPPORTING THE 
MISSION OF EPI
Behind every success story is a community making 
opportunities possible.
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RECOGNIZING OUR DONORS DIFFERENCE MAKERS

•	 LSB Foundation
•	 MercyOne
•	 Mr. John P. Monaghan 

In honor of Jane Ellen Monaghan
•	 Hillery & Alex Oberle
•	 Linda Scallon 

In honor of Twila Jansen
•	 Gia & Brian Shannon 
•	 Katie & Jeffrey Slade 
•	 Storey Kenworth - WorkSpace
•	 Tyson Foods
•	 UnityPoint Health - Allen Hospital
•	 Dodie & Mike Young
•	 Cathy & Karl Yuska
•	 Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1 ANONYMOUS 

PARTNER - ($500.00 + )
•	 Air Services, Inc. 
•	 Jordan & Sarah Alborn 

In Memory of Sheryl Alborn
•	 BankIowa
•	 Beecher Law Firm
•	 Stacey & Russ Bentley*
•	 Bergen Plumbing Inc.
•	 Russel & Diane Curtis 

In memory of Miller Roskamp
•	 Mr. & Mrs. Frank Darrah
•	 Dan & Julie Deery
•	 Frank L. Esser & Pamela Trelstad

•	 Kimberle & Johnathan Fettkether
•	 Hagarty Waychoff Graup Funeral Service
•	 Damian & Alicia Hurmence
•	 Robert & Dee Kahler
•	 R.L. & Lois Kilgore Fund
•	 Kittrell Family Fund
•	 Knights of Columbus (Council 700 Waterloo)
•	 Kayla Krejchi
•	 Mr. Cody Law
•	 Glen & Michele Leiting 

In memory of Bruce Leiting
•	 Steve & Jane Lindaman
•	 Magee Construction Company
•	 Mr. Wayne Magee
•	 Mr. Michael Martin 

In memory of Lisa Paterno
•	 Mr. Gary Mattson
•	 Brittney & Madeline Montross
•	 Jim Nygren
•	 Scott & Mary Ochsner
•	 Ron Padavich
•	 Mr. & Mrs. Aaron D. Sannes
•	 Shawn Streittmatter
•	 Veridian Credit Union
•	 Jane Young & Family 

In memory of David Thompson
 
continued on page 11... 

 

The following list reflects gifts received 
between March 2025 and June 2026. 

Every effort has been made to ensure 
accuracy. If we have made an error or 
omission, please accept our apologies  
and contact us so we can make it right.

We are grateful for your generosity and 
commitment to EPI's mission. Thank you 
for making a difference in the lives of the 
people we serve and for being an EPI 
Difference Maker!



RECOGNIZING OUR DONORS
Continued from page 10... 

LOYAL - ($250.00 + )
•	 Patricia Beck
•	 Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Bendell 

In memory of Van Miller & 
Jim Walsh

•	 Charles City Long Term 
Care, Inc.

•	 Ken & Margaret DeBower 
In honor of Rebecca 
DeBower

•	 Jeff Ehlers
•	 Ms. Shannon R. Hames
•	 Mrs. Jaclyn Hansen
•	 Mr. Louis Hellwig
•	 Jeffrey Hollaway 

In memory of Jerry Wayne 
Hollaway

•	 Huff Contracting, Inc.
•	 Dianne Isaacson 

In honor of Mike Isaacson
•	 Mike Isaacson
•	 Ms. Mary E. Janssen
•	 Ashley Jones
•	 Cherie Kennedy
•	 Jane Klosterman
•	 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Landau
•	 Lee Wealth Management 
•	 Connie & Craig Loffredo 

In memory of Mary Ann 
Dahl & Barton Forsyth

•	 Love's
•	 Phil Powers
•	 Josh Putbrese
•	 Blake & Tara Roddick
•	 Melanie Sullivan 
•	 Mrs. Lori A. Tapke
•	 Daniel & Brittney Weber
•	 Sarah & Shane Wicks 

1 ANONYMOUS

ADVOCATE - ($100.00 + )
•	 Hriden N. Basu
•	 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Becker
•	 Gary Burns
•	 Mrs. Reta & Mr. Don 

Callahan
•	 John Creery
•	 Brad & Teresa DeHoff
•	 Robert O. Diedrichs
•	 Teresa Driscoll
•	 Korin Dusold
•	 John Eastland
•	 Margaret Farrell
•	 Lisa & Kurt Frank 
•	 Bethany Giachino 
•	 Stephanie Giachino 
•	 Carrie Gleiter 
•	 Hether & Derek Gustafson 
•	 Tori Hale
•	 Elizabeth Hanisch
•	 Harris Cleaning Services & 

Sales Inc.
•	 Clement Havlik
•	 Ms. Brenda Hempen
•	 Margaret Hoeppner
•	 Bruce & Diane Holmes
•	 Mr. John Huff, Sr.
•	 Wade Itzen*
•	 Mr. Brandon June
•	 Mr. Colin Klang
•	 Jerry Kramer
•	 Brandon Marks
•	 Laura & Larry Martin
•	 Esther Mauer-Valtchev
•	 Philip & Kellie Nash
•	 Michelle Olive
•	 Jackie Peterson

•	 Joan Pfeffer & Leotis 
Mahone

•	 Josh Reitz
•	 Michelle Rose
•	 RTX
•	 Kristin Snyder
•	 Rusti & Chris Sparks
•	 St. Mark's Methodist 

Church - United Women  
in Faith

•	 Justin & Maureen 
Stockdale

•	 Town & Country Home 
Improvement

•	 Mr. Randy Towne
•	 Mr. Chad Tozer
•	 Jennifer Verhulst
•	 Iris Vering
•	 Kori Warren
•	 Mr. John M. Waychoff 

In memory of Linda 
Johnson

•	 Carmen Whittle
•	 Bob & Shelli Wierck
•	 Carolyn M. Young 

1 ANONYMOUS 

FRIENDS - ($50.00 + )
•	 Ronald & Charlene 

Bloxham 
In honor of Bob Sefton

•	 Sarah J. Boleyn
•	 Mr. Robert Burkgren 

In Memory of Clarire 
Burkgren

•	 Erica & Steve Carrick
•	 Ms. Bonnie G. Cross 
•	 Jennifer DeGreif
•	 Sara Drish



DIFFERENCE MAKERS
COME IN ALL AGES:
This year, a local elementary
student selected EPI as the
recipient of a class giving
project after meeting a child
with a disability while traveling
abroad.
 
Along with a donation, he sent
a handwritten note reminding
us that compassion and
inclusion can begin at any age.

Thank you to this young donor
and to all who support EPI’s
mission throughout the year.

CONTINUE MAKING
A DIFFERENCE:
Scan below to visit us online
at www.episervice.org to
learn a little more about the
difference ways you can
make a donation. 

RECOGNIZING OUR DONORS
Continued from page 10... 

GIFTS SUPPORTING THE 
MISSION OF EPI

•	 Jeremy Fischels
•	 Mary Hartman
•	 Lori Horn
•	 Debra & Bill Jungling
•	 Carolyn Kapler 
•	 Shane Kappmeyer
•	 Lindsay McDermott 
•	 Cheryl Nissen
•	 Mr. & Mrs. David Nordyke 

 From the Rotary of 
Cedar Falls in memory of 
Miller Roskamp

•	 Mrs. Lori Olson
•	 Alan Orr
•	 Mr. Robert A. Peck

•	 Vivian Richards 
In memory of Miller 
Roskamp

•	 Kevin & Janet Sanders
•	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. Saul
•	 Ms. Lucille Thorson 

In memory of Bruce Vogt
•	 Kimberly Tiedt
•	 Stephanie & David 

VanGroll 

DONORS - (Up to $50)
•	 Mark Anderson 

In honor of Marcia 
Anderson

•	 Kimberly Darrah 
In memory of David 
Thompson

•	 Mr. & Mrs. Russell 
DeBower

•	 Amber Diveney
•	 Allison Duff
•	 Rick Dunlevy
•	 Emma Frohling 

In honor of Preston Pate
•	 Shelby Hageman

•	 Anne & Richard 
Halbmaier

•	 Megan & Chad Henning 
•	 Jen Hottle
•	 Rebecca Lane
•	 Donna & John Lesyshen
•	 Christy McNeal
•	 Jill Miller
•	 Marlys Miller 

In memory of Mitch Miller
•	 Kirsten Moore
•	 Heather Obermier
•	 Deborah A. Paton
•	 Amy & Jeff Rummel
•	 Meg Sernett
•	 Sue & Arlo Sime
•	 Christine Straw
•	 Margaret & David Tierney 

In memory of Edward & 
Agnes Nosbisch 

•	 Totally Rolled Ice Cream 
of Northeast Iowa

•	 Clarence Wagner 
•	 Dwight Wielenga 
•	 Denis Winkelpleck

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
David Shafer Memorial
•	 Barb Cambridge
•	 Donald & Judy Cole
•	 Lisa Kramer
•	 Barbara & Larry Lamb
•	 Liz Mueller
•	 Michael & Monique Poe
•	 Shelly Powers		
•	 Alan Walther
•	 Carolyn M. Young
 
Names with * indicates 
donation designated 
through United Way





HERE’S HOW 
YOU CAN HELP

Follow or Share 
Boost awareness by liking 

or sharing our posts on 
social media—it makes a big 

difference! 

Participate in Events
Take part in our Giving Tree 
Tradition each November–

December, and join us at the 
annual More Than You See 

benefit in June. 

Shop our Store
Support our mission by 

purchasing items from the EPI 
fundraising store. Scan the 

QR code to explore hoodies, 
T‑shirts, and more.

Give a Gift Online
Your financial support matters. 

Scan the QR code and click 
“Donate Now” at the top of our 

website to contribute.

 
Stay Involved

Scan the QR code to 
learn more, sign up for 

e‑newsletters, and visit us 
at www.episervice.org.
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FISCAL YEAR 2026 PRE-AUDIT FIGURES
Provided by Kristin Snyder, Controller
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

OUR MISSION 
Connecting people, creating 
opportunities, and nurturing 
growth since 1957.

QUESTIONS? 
Contact our Communications & 
Development Director, Bethany Giachino, 
with any questions about our newsletter at 
bethany.giachino@episervice.org.

STAY UP TO DATE
Our goal is to stay in 
close contact with you by 
sending out bi-weekly email 
communications to help keep 
you informed. 

Scan the QR code below to 
visit https://bit.ly/43cayBk 
and sign up online to receive 
our latest news faster!
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OUR VISION FOR TOMORROW
Working together we will realize a future 
where all people are recognized and 
valued – encouraged and supported to 
live, work, and grow – in their communities.


