


Yes, Generics Really Can Save You Money
B E  D R U G  S M A R T

The next time you need a prescription, ask 
your doctor or pharmacist if it is available as a 
generic. Chances are it is.

Generics are much less expensive than their 
brand-name counterparts – letting you keep more 
money in your wallet. 

The Food and Drug Administration regulates and 
monitors the quality of all drugs, both brand and 
generic. The generic manufacturer must provide 
evidence that the drug has the same active 
ingredients and works the same way in the body 
as the original brand-name drug.

So, why buy brand when you can buy the generic 
and save money? 
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Save Money: Buy Generics 
 
The next time you need a prescription filled, ask your doctor or pharmacist if it is available in generic. 
You can save significantly on your out-of-pocket costs by choosing generic medications when available 
and appropriate.  
 
Generic versus Brand. What’s the Difference? 
Here are answers to some frequently asked questions about generic drugs from the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), the federal agency responsible for overseeing the safety of prescription drugs in 
the U.S. 

What are generic drugs? 
A generic drug is a copy that is the same as a brand-name drug in dosage, safety, strength, how it is taken, 
quality, performance and intended use. 

Are generic drugs as safe as brand-name drugs? 
Yes. FDA requires that all drugs be safe and effective. Since generics use the same active ingredients and 
are shown to work the same way in the body, they have the same risks and benefits as their brand-name 
counterparts. 

Are generic drugs as strong as brand-name drugs? 
Yes. FDA requires generic drugs to have the same quality, strength, purity and stability as brand-name 
drugs. 

Do generic drugs take longer to work in the body? 
No. Generic drugs work in the same way and in the same amount of time as brand-name drugs. 

Why are generic drugs less expensive? 
Generic drugs are less expensive because generic manufacturers don't have the investment costs of the 
developer of a new drug.  

If brand-name drugs and generic drugs have the same active ingredients, why do they look 
different? 
In the United States, trademark laws do not allow a generic drug to look exactly like the brand-name drug. 
However, a generic drug must duplicate the active ingredient. Colors, flavors, and certain other inactive 
ingredients may be different. 

For more information on generic drugs, ask your doctor or pharmacist. Or, visit the FDA Web site: 
http://www.fda.gov/buyonlineguide/generics_q&a.htm. 
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